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HY 1s it that in little Chil- 
dren the Gravel, or Stone, 
(arhich the Latins call Cal- 

| culus ) 1s Jugender’d in 

the Bladder: Andin Aged Men mofk commonly 
in the hems? 

Anfw. ’Tis becaufe Infants have the Paflages 
of the Reins very ftraight and narrow, in{o- 
much that the Urine doth force, and ferves = 
a Vehicle for the Gravel, (which is the Mat- 
ter of the Scone) and carrieth it down to- 
wards the Bladder. But in more Aged Men 
thofe paflages are more Ample and Large; 
and there is a freer Paflage for the Urine, 
through which it may run without removing 
downwards the Gravel which doth hold and 
ftick in thofe parts: Neverthelefs, when there 
is fo much Gravel there, which doth in a man- 
ner {top up thofe Paflages, it will as well be 
carried downwards in the Bladder, in Men as 
in Children: For this Gravel is made of too 
much heated Humours, c, that are reduced 
juto Powder in the Reins. | 

Queft. 2. Why, can we not endure Thirft fo 
long, or fo well as Hunger? 

Anfw. Becaufe, that Hunger is but a fimple 
Appetite of Meat, but Thirit is a double 
Appetite, (iz.) Of Meat and Refrefhment , 
fo that two defects are more unealily to be 
fupported then one: And: therefore alfo, wa 
receive much more pleafure in Drinking when 
we Thirft, than in Eating when we Hunger : 
And as the pleafure is greater in the Enjoy- 
ment, fo is the Difpleafure, and Incommodity 
in the want thereof. Moreover, Drink fud- 
denly runneth and penetrateth the Body, and 

all the parts thereof, (as Macrobius 

Macro.\.7, faith) but Meat doth Infinuate but 
t2 s Aittle and Jittle, and after many 
Concoéctions it changeth. 

Queft. 3. Why is it that the Sun can eafily en- 
tighten with its Rays, the deepeft Waters, and yet 
cannot penetrate the Clouds, which do diffolve tn‘o 
nothing but Water ? | 

Anfiv. "Tis becaufe there are many Eaithy 
Exhalations, and Smoaky Vapours Inclofed 
and taken up into the Clouds,which doth make 
it fo obfcure and dark, that the Sun cannot en- 
tirely penetrate to giveit Light. And that 
the Waterson the contrary, that are of them- 
felves Clear and Neat, are more fufceptible 
of the Sight and Brightnefs of the Sun. 

Queft, 4. How comics it to pafs, that in Sum- 
sner the Mater that falls from the Clouds, thickens 
and contraéts it felf into Hail, and im the Win- 
ter time into Snow, fince that the property of Ccld 
is rather. to Contract, and that of Heat to dif- 
folve ? 
 Anfe. This proceeds from the Antiperifia- 
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cis, contrary refiftancy, and contrary difpotis 
tion of the Cold and Heat, for the Heat pof- 
fefling in Summer, the Inferior part of the 
Air, thecold giving place, retires from it to 
the middle Region of the Air. Infomuch, 
that it freezes and contra¢ts into Hail the 
water that drops from the Clouds, but on the 
contrary this middle Region of the Air, be- 
ing in Winter more Hot than in Summer, 
aud the Inferior Region extreamly cold, al- 
tho the Clouds be frozen and made!cy. Ne- 
verthelefs, altho it fometimes falls down in 
white flocks, (which we call Snow ) and even 
tho it fhould entirely be melted into Water, 
by the Heat of the middle Region, yet the 
Cold of the lower Region, will again con- 
dence, and congeal it into Snow. 

Queft. 5. Why do we break with more eafe a 
fiaff on our knees, taking and bowing it bythe ends 
thereof, rather then by taking and bowing any 
other part of the jtaff nearer the knees ; ikenife if 
4 flaff be on the ground, and putting the Foot 


thereon, we may brcak it more eafily, taking and | 


bowing it by the end the fartheft from the Foot, 
rather than by taking it by any other part nearer 
the Foot, 

Anji. For to refolve this queftion, ’tis a 
concluded Maxim in the A lathematicks, (which 
fhall be fpoken ‘on more at large in Divers Ex- 
ainples on the Queftion concerning Weight) 
that the parts of a Body, the moft re- 
mote from their Center; ( that is to 
fay ) from their reft, are more fecble and 
fiexible. And thofe parrs which are nearer 
are much the more ftronger, to refift our en- 
deavours in breaking them. So then in the 
two queftions propofed, the Center is cither 
the knee, or the Foot : Infomuch, that the 
parts of the ftaff the soft remote from the 
Center, are the mote tecble and flexible. And 
the parts of the ftaff more near, are the more 
ftrong, and which do refift more te the en- 
deavour of him that would bow, or break ir? 
By reafon of which, we cannot fo eafily break 
a fimall Staff} or Rule, being very fhort as a 
longer ftaff,or Rule that is more big, or thick. 
For being thort, all parts are near the Cen- 
ter (that is to fay) the hands that hold it, 
and heing long, the farther remote will the 
parts be from their Center. From hence we 
may alfo Learn, why thofe parts that we hold 
in qur. Hands break not, but thofe do that are 
between our Hands, which are not held, 

Quelt. 6. How comes it to pafs, that the Fifh 
called the Cramp Fifh, doth benumn the Arm of 
the Fifker without touching it, that he cannot help 
himfelf, and feems to bim Jnfenjible ? | 

Anfm,. “ils, becanfe that this’ Fifh fends 
forth fogs Humour, or \apour which hath a 
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Natural’ Virtue to benumn, Ji:ay faith in 
few words, that by the odour, and certain 
Wind, oreVapour of his Body, it doth after 
this4matiner affect the Members of Men. 

Queft. 7. Why is it, that we becone fooner 
Buuld in the forepart then in the binder part of the 
Head? 

Anfw.’ Tis, becanfe that the forepart is more 
foft and thin, and divided as it were by many 
Clefts, as it may be feen in the Sculls of the 
Dead, but the hinder parton the contrary is 
contratted and very hard, by reafon of which 
the Humidity, which is the Nouriture of Hair 
breathing forth more eafily by the forepart. 
of the Head, the Hair there doth fhed and fall 
away more eafily then behind. 

Queft. 8. Why are Beafts and not Men, able 
to po from there Birth ? 

Anfw. *Tis becaufe Beafts (as A- 


age _ lexander Apbroditus faith ) have the 
prob. “Fig Natural heat from their Birth e- 


qually diffufed through all the parts 
of the Body, and Men have it not fo, But 
have it principally in the Head, by means 
whereof their Members are not {trong e- 
nough for te fuftain them, until the Natural 
heat doth fpread, and alfo extend it felf unto 
the lower parts of the Body. Nevertheledfs, 
we incline to fay rather, that ’tis, becaufe Men 
have their Legs more flefhy, and by Confe- 
quence more tender and fofc, but other Ant- 
mals have them more firm and {tiff with lit- 
‘tle or no Flefh, but almoft all Nervous and 
Bony. And this is the caufe that the Philo- 
fopher doth conclude, that Men are oftner 
born Lame and Cripled then other Ani- 
mals. 

Queft. g. Wherefore is the*Lamrel feldom 
tonched with Lightning ? 

Anfw, \t may be often touched indeed, but 
it appears not ; becaufe it leaves no figns 
thereof, but only in fuch hard Bodys as make 
refiftance to it, and pafleth through fuch 
things as are fupple and plyent without of- 
fending it. For Lightning is Compofed of a 
Spirlt, or Exhalation very fine and tenious ; 
And Lawrel isa thing very Airy and as it 
were fpongious, which refifting not the Light- 
ning, is not oficnded by it : No more, or lefs 
than we fee by Experience, that Lightning 
Jometimes breaks the Bones inthe Body, and 
the flefh appears not outwardly in any:‘manner 
to be hurt : And fo the Sword in the Scab- 
bard, and many other ftrange effedts are pro- 
duced by it. 

Queft. 10. Why did AfLen live longer in the 
Besmning of the World, than fince : And do 
ever fince decline ; Whether it be in the greatness 
of the Body aud Strengto, or in Diuternity and 
Length of Life ? 

Anfe. ‘Tis a folly to fay as fome have 
efteemed, that in the Beginning of theWorld, 
the Years were fhorter than fince. For the 
Chaldeans, Egyptians, Liclrews, Perfians, Medes, 
Greeks, Romans, and other well Governed Na- 
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tions, did meafure their Years by the Courfe 
of theSun: And fuch Nations who did divide 
the Year in lef§ than Twelve Months, did 
frame alfo the Months of more Days than 
We: Infomuch, that all came to the fame 
Computation : Orhers would fay, that before 
the Deluge Men did not Eat the Flefh of Ani- 
mals, but only were Nourifhed by Fruits of 
the Earth, which were very Savory ( The 
General Inundation not having yet carried 
away the Fat of the Earth) and that this fru- 
gallity and continence did prolong their Days - 
This in our Opinion might help much: But 
the true caufe is, That for the Sins of Men 
God hath fhortned their Life, when he did 
ordain that for the future, it fhould be but of 
120 Years, altho fome do Interpret thefe 120 
Years to be only from the time, that God 
fpake it untilthe Deluge. But if yet there 
be required a Natural reafon, we may fay, 
that it was Expedient that in the Beginning of 
the World,Men fhould live a longer Time, to 
the End,that they might Beget many Children 
to People the Earth, But that fince the Earth 
being well Peopled, it was not neceflary that 
they fhould live fo long on it: Otherwife, ali 
Nations would be over-glutted with the Atf- 
fluence of Men, which wouldbe an occafion of 
more Noifes, Wars, Diffentions, and of ali 
Confufions, But after a!) rhis,thofe who ought 
to confider frequently their latter End,and the 
State of future things, will Learn, that the de- 
cline, and decay of the Grandeur and Force of 
the Body and Life it felf, che Temperament of 
the Seafons and Barrennefs of rhe Earth, is un- 
to us an aflured Teftimony that the World 
grows Old; As the /{almift fpcaks, and that 
fuddenly its End approacheth. And now 
Chriftian Querift, Since we are fpeitking of Life, 
remember thy Death, and be mindful of ‘a more 
long and happy Life, in which thew (halt know thu 
Caufes of thrips Natural and Supernatural 


ADvertifement. 

m The NEW METHOD we deficnto 
profecute incarrying onthe ATHENIAN 
MERCURY, is this, viz. Not only to an- 
[wer the moft Nice and Learned Queftions 
which {ball be fent us by the Ingenious of both 
Sexes,butalfoto infert thofe CuriousCom- 
pofures that may be Communicated to us 
both in Profe and Verfe: And further, that 
nothing may be wanting to render this Pa- 
per a2 Univerfal. Entertainment, we Shall 
now and thenadd Reflectious (in a diftinét 
half {beet, to be annex’d to our Mercury ) 
on the moft Remarkable Events which [hall 
happen from time to time: Neither fhali our 
Querifts pay any thing the more for this 
Additional half fheet, that fo our New Pro 


fecution of this Work may meet with a Ge- 
neral Encouragement. 
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